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Overview: For card-present transactions with merchants physically located in the Republic of Ireland, Visa will 
require acquirers to capture the merchant’s Eircode (postal code) and include it in the authorization request 
message. Additionally, acquirers must provide Eircode updates to the Acquirer Merchant Master File. 

 
To enable more accurate location services for stakeholders, beginning 17 April 2020, acquirers should start 
preparing their systems to capture the Eircode for card-present transactions with merchants physically located in 
the Republic of Ireland.  

Effective 16 October 2020: 

• Authorization request messages for card-present transactions must contain the Eircode in Field 59 (National 
Point-of-Service Geographic Data) for merchants physically located in the Republic of Ireland. 

• Issuers must be able to receive Field 59 containing an Eircode in authorization request messages.  

• Acquirers must continue to provide Eircode updates to the Acquirer Merchant Master File. 

Full technical details on this change will appear in the October 2020 and January 2021 VisaNet Business 
Enhancements Global Technical Letter and Implementation Guide, Effective: 16 April 2020. 

 

VisaNet Authorization-Only Online Messages Technical Specifications, Volume 1  
 
Note: For Visa Online resources, you will be prompted to log in. 

 

 

Contact Visa customer support on your country-specific number, or email CustomerSupport@visa.com. 
 

 
 
Notice: This Visa communication is furnished to you solely in your capacity as a customer of Visa Inc. (through its operating companies of Visa U.S.A Inc., Visa 
International Service Association, Visa Worldwide Pte. Ltd, Visa Europe Ltd., Visa International Servicios de Pago España, S.R.L.U. and Visa Canada Corporation) or its 
authorized agent, or as a participant in the Visa payments system. By accepting this Visa communication, you acknowledge that the information contained herein 

https://secure.visaonline.com/_layouts/GVOL/GVOLStream.aspx?filename=%5Croot%5Ccontent%5Cdam%5Cgvol%5Cen%5Cprocessing%5Cglobal-network-processing%5Cvisanet-technical-documentation%5Cvisanet-authorization-only-online-messages-technical-specifications-volume-1.pdf&contenttype=application/pdf
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(the "Information") is confidential and subject to the confidentiality restrictions contained in the Visa Rules, which limit your use of the Information. You agree to 
keep the Information confidential and not to use the Information for any purpose other than in your capacity as a customer of Visa Inc. or as a participant in the 
Visa payments system. You may disseminate this Information to a merchant participating in the Visa payments system if: (i) you serve the role of “acquirer” within 
the Visa payments system; (ii) you have a direct relationship with such merchant which includes an obligation to keep Information confidential; and (iii) the 
Information is designated as “affects merchants” demonstrated by display of the storefront icon ( ) on the communication. A merchant receiving such 
Information must maintain the confidentiality of such Information and disseminate and use it on a “need to know” basis and only in their capacity as a participant 
in the Visa payments system. Except as otherwise provided, the Information may only be disseminated within your organization on a need-to-know basis to enable 
your participation in the Visa payments system. Visa is not responsible for errors in or omissions from this publication.   


